Empiric therapy of community-acquired pneumonia.
Community-acquired pneumonia (CAP) remains a common and serious clinical problem despite the availability of potent antibiotics and aggressive supportive measures. The management of CAP begins with recognition of the likely pathogens causing the illness in the individual patient; identification of several simple clinical clues allows the organization of the broad variety of possible organisms into a more manageable list of likely pathogens. Once the most likely pathogens are identified, then initial antibiotics may be chosen to cover those possibilities. A number of treatment guidelines have been introduced in the past 10 years, most of which share more similarities than differences. We review 2 of the more established guidelines, those published by the American Thoracic Society (ATS) and the Infectious Diseases Society of America (IDSA). We also review the likely modifications of the ATS guidelines and discuss the impact of bacterial resistance on antibiotic choices.